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Type: Community Recovery Charrette
Year Design: 2006
Status: In Progress/Planned 
Size: 5,000 acres
Contact: Cynthia Hedge-Morrell 
  City Councilwoman, District D
  New Orleans City Hall
  1300 Perdido St, Room 2W20
  New Orleans, LA 70112
  (504) 658-1040
 

After the success of the Mississippi Renewal Forum and the Louisiana Recovery Authority 
charrettes, New Orleans councilwoman Cynthia Hedge-Morrell invited DPZ to host a 
planning charrette in the Gentilly neighborhood. The charrette -- which was the first of 
its kind to be held in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina -- was to be a model for future 
neighborhood-based planning and recovery exercises.

The charrette team included DPZ staffers, as well as 30 volunteer planners and architects 
from across the nation. All worked closely with members of the Gentilly Civic Improvement 
Association to generate concepts for rebuilding the area, as well as specific plans for 
neighborhood transport, coding and retail. The designers held well-attended public 
presentations and question-and-answer sessions every 24 hours.

Gentilly is a large community of many small neighborhoods, most of which were built 
in the mid twentieth century. Designers worked on general concepts for rebuilding and 
neighborhood hazard mitigation, and created guidelines for individual homeowners 
interested in raising and renovating their homes.  Additionally, the team took on several 
projects at the request of the Civic Improvement Association, such as planning a 
new mixed-use town center on the site of a ruined strip mall and redesigning a failed 
public-housing project while maintaining its affordability. The designers also worked on 
masterplans for Gentilly’s local universities and for a new high-density neighborhood on the 
lakefront.

Explained DPZ principal Andres Duany: “We couldn’t think of a better place to do this 
than Gentilly. It provides all the examples of architecture and all the challenges of urban 
planning we’d expect to find in the whole region. There are rich and poor residents, high 
and low ground, new and old structures. Everyone in New Orleans will see themselves in 
some aspect of Gentilly.”



Gentilly (expanded), New Orleans, Louisiana
Demographics

DATA Gentilly St. Bernard St. Roch Desire Orleans Louisiana United States

Population 44,164 6,427 11,975 3,791  484,674 4,468,976 281,421,906

African American 68.6% 97.8% 91.5% 94.1% 66.6% 32.3% 12.1%
Caucasian 26.9% 1.1% 3.9% 3.5% 26.6% 62.6% 69.2%
Other 8.3% 1.2% 4.6% 2.4% 6.8% 5.1% 18.7%

Children under 5 6.6% 15.2% 9.4% 8.9% 8.4% 8.5% 8.2%
Disabled 22.8% 25.7% 27.3% 37.2% 23.2% 21.8% 19.3%
Senior 16.0% 7.6% 10.8% 11.7% 7.7% 11.5% 12.4%

Median Income $42,428 $19,982 $28,280 $27,077 $27,133 $44,833 $56,644
% below the Poverty Level 14.9% 66.0% 37.1% 35.7% 27.9% 19.6% 12.4%

Owner Occupied Homes 71.8% 17.0% 42.2% 48.1% 46.5% 67.9% 66.2%
Renter Occupied Homes 28.2% 83.0% 57.8% 51.9% 53.5% 32.1% 33.8%

Source Citation: U.S. Census Bureau. Census 2000 Full-count Characteristics (SF1). and GNO Community Data Center. <http://www.gnocdc.org>



Port Sulphur, Plaquemines, Louisiana
Demographics

DATA Port Sulphur Plaquemines Louisiana United States

Population 3,933   26,757 4,468,976 281,421,906

African American 43.9% 22.3% 32.3% 12.1%
Caucasian 45.2% 68.7% 62.6% 69.2%
Other 12.0% 8.0% 5.1% 18.7%

Children under 5 7.3% 8.9% 8.5% 8.2%
Disabled 23.9% 19.1% 21.8% 19.3%
Senior 10.9% 9.8% 11.5% 12.4%

Median Income $29,714 $46,904 $44,833 $56,644
% below the Poverty Level 25.2% 18.0% 19.6% 12.4%

Owner Occupied Homes 86.2% 78.9% 67.9% 66.2%
Renter Occupied Homes 13.8% 21.1% 32.1% 33.8%

Source Citation: U.S. Census Bureau. Census 2000 Full-count Characteristics (SF1). and GNO Community Data Center. <http://www.gnocdc.org>
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